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THE QUESTION BOX 



ABRAHAM LINCOLN IN MILWAUKEE 

I would like to have you give me all the information possible in 
regard to the different visits of Abraham Lincoln to Milwaukee. I under- 
stand he made one or two speeches in Milwaukee and I would like to 
have you give me all the particulars pertaining to them. 

W. W. Lange, Milwaukee 

There is a strongly supported tradition that Lincoln went to 
Port Washington at a very early day, and planned to settle there. 
At that time he must have passed through Milwaukee. See an 
article by Julius Olson in Wisconsin Magazine of History, iv, 
45-50. 

In 1859 Lincoln spoke at the state fair on September 30. See 
same article, and Wis. Hist. Colls, xiv, 134-135. TheMilwaukee 
Sentinel for Friday, September 30, 1859 announced: "The Pro- 
gramme of ToDay At 10 o'clock today Hon. Abra'm Lincoln of 
Illinois will deliver the Annual Address before the State Agri- 
cultural Society on the Fair Grounds. Immediately after the 
address the awards of premiums will be announced." Then were to 
follow a hook and ladder company contest and other attractions. 
It is stated in the Sentinel that the day was windy and dusty, and 
that the crowd was not as large as it would have been but for the 
disagreeable weather. The speaker was delayed, and did not 
begin his address until nearly noon. 

The address is printed in the Sentinel for October 1, 1859. It 
is also in Transactions of the Wisconsin Agricultural Society for 
1858-59, 287-299. It was in no sense a political address, but was 
concerned with the development of agriculture, and a discussion 
of the relation of labor to capital and the importance of education 
to labor. 

So far as we can ascertain, these were Lincoln's only visits to 
Milwaukee. 



